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III. Cha; 72 of this 
holy tet [ervantol Chriſt, 
L is already given by an EVC- 
a y- way ſuitable * + and, 
what part it |. Ly open 40 th a 
obicrvation of others. His 
more 11872947 {ourtraitfture, 
which is contuined in theſe 
Papers, was ( as it could 
only be) drawn by himſelf. 
Why it 15 now expos'd 
to publick view, there is 
no need to be ſcrupulouſly 
careful in giving anaccount. 


\ It mut be achnowledg'd, 


there is Ulually with the ho- 


| lyeſt men, a mo-!t thynets 


ö * 


Ju bis funeral ſermon, by Mr. 
Baxter. 
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iv The Preface 
of communicating theſe pri- 
vacics of their own fouls. 
Their iner man doth few 
its own face with the more 
difficulty, by how much it 
is more beautiful, and wor— 
thy to be beheld. And fo 
it was with this excellent 
Perion, as his inſcriptions 
upon thele papers ſhew ; 
[The State of my Own Soul, 
and | Notes for my Hell,] ſig- 
nifying their intended ule, 
was that of a mirrour to re- 
preſent himſelt to his own 
eye, not to other mens. 
Yet this averſion (though 
orcat) hath not been always 
invincible, or ſuch as no, 
reaſons to the contrary could 
over-ſ way. What are the 
Pſalins ol David, and ſun— 
dry memoirs of holy men 


in! 
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in [cripturc, that were re- 


moteſl from oitentation, and 
vain glory, bur records of 
the moſt ſecret dil poſitions 
and motions of the hidden 
Man of the heart, made pub- 
lick tor the inſtruction of 
their own, and ſucceeding 
ages, As allo, the other 
publiſhed meditations. and 
lolloquics of ſome of the 
oreatctlt worthics in the chri- 
ſtian church, muſt be un- 
derſtood to have had the 
ſame pious deſign. Nor 
hath a generous benignity, 
in ſome heathens, permit- 
ted them to ingroſs to them- 
ſelves, or envy to the world, 


thoſe pleaſant 1cn{ations of 


their own minds. which bey 
thonght might be ſome way 
inliructive and ulctul to 


"2 ou her 


— —AhTt 


| 
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other men. As that * re- 
nowned philoſopher and em- 
peror is an inſtance, who 
ſcrupled not to write, and 
leave behind him for this 
purpoſe, twelve books con- 
cerning his own life. 

'F he thi::z cannot be cul- 
pable, it Ge deſign be in- 
nocent, winch will 1 in great 
part be diſcernable in the 
manner of doing, it, When 
it is with unaffected ſimpl1- 
city, and without ſtudied 
diſguiſe: As we commend 
a picture, not fo much for 
its being ſpeclous, as that 
it is like the face. So have 
good men, in giving aC- 
counts of themfelves, not 
ſpared to put in the duſtem— 


® Nr Antonitis. 


pers, 


tb — — 
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The Preface. vii 
re- pers, and diſaffections of 
m- their ſpirits, that are as great 
ho blemiſhes and deformities, 
nd as a wart or mole on the 
als face; which the faithful 
MN- pencil mult as curiouſly ex- 

preſs, as the greateſt decen- 
ul- cies. 
n- However, if this publica- 


at tion be praiſc-worthy, no- 
he thing is to be arrogated to 
en the author; and if it be 
li thought blameable, nothing 
edis to be derogated. For 
> though the work it felt 
(which carries its ſufficient 
Lt praiſe with it) be owing in- 
e tirely to him; or rather to 
= the grace of God in him 
t the making; it publick, is 
— from the advice, and deſire 
of ſome friends, willing to 
impart what was once moſt 


A 4 pri- 
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Yivate, for a publick 000. 
1 | 


| Ic is but the Gif ion of 
| his foul. cis to be ropict- 

| ted by friends, when he 18 
| Now out of fight, and much 
more uſeful, Wan that of 
| 1118 lately pained body. 

As anatomy diſcovers all 
[ tlie CUTIC<4S Context Ur of 


our bodltJy fabrick 3 fo here 
are vivid repretentations of 
wes our, an heaveily mind; 

| of Peirtitt 4575 mMeeKneſs, el de- 
ial. ent: re g zueducſs tothe 
| Will of Cod, in cheir firſt and 


on — 


* 


| continuo! motions; with 
| Witt 7 parts, and princi— 


les thi. 1 : PET ge 
Ples Dc, cCompoile the 
Whole frame of the erb 


| 

* a — — . © — 
10 EFcalure. Here it is as If 
6 We cou Lerccive With our 
"ll ! 

eyes, NUW Lie blocd in an 


humane body circulates 


tlirou h 


p 
) 
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through all the veins and 
arteries; how the heart 
beats, the ſpirits fly to and 
iro; and how each nerve, 
tendon, fire, and muſcle, 
Pertorm their ſeveral ope- 
rations, Here it may be 
ſcen, how an heart touch'd 
from above, works and 
tends thitherward; how ic 
depreſics itlelf in humilia— 
tien, dilates itſelf in love, 
cxalts il. in praiſe, ſub- 
mits Hcl under chaſten- 
ings; how eit draws in its 
refrefhings, and ſuccours, 
as there 18 need. 

To miny, Who have ſeen 
fo Heady, uniform, and 
antable courſe and tenour 
of life; how grateful will 
it be to behold the ſecret 
n10tO0ns of thoſe inward 


A 5 latent 
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latent principles, from 
whence all proceeded ? 
Though ſome others, would 
look no farther than the 
advantages in extcrnal re- 
ſpects that accrue by it. 
So though /9me content 
themſclves to know by a 
clock the hour of the day, 
or partake the beneficial 
uſe of ſome rarer engine : 
The more curious, ef pecially 
any that deſign imitation, 


and to compoſe ſome like 


thing, would be much 
more gratify*, if through 
ſome pellucid incloſure, 
they could bchold all the 
inward work, and obſerve 
how every wheel, ſpring, 
or movement, periorm 
their ſeveral] parts and of- 


hces towards that common 
ule. What 


hd 


Wo 


fice of the miniſtry, that 
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What 1s here prelented, 
as it may be of great ule- 
fulneſs to all that ſeriouſly 
deſign the chriſtian life; 
lo it hath a ſpecia! uſe for 
ſuch as deſign it not, and 
who think there is no ſuch 
thing. 
Ic may peculiarly ſerve 
to convince ſuch, as are wil- 
ling to think as ill as they 
can of the calling, and of- 


there are /ome that ſerve the 
J.ofd in that work, who 
do not ſtudy ſuch ſubjects 
as are here exemplified, on- 
ly to frame diſcourſes of 
them, wherewith to enter- 
tain the people for an hour; 
but for their own uſe and 
Practice too. That do live 
the things they 7each;, and 

X 6 cat 
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latent principles, from 
whence all proceeded ? 
Though ſome others, would 
look no farther than the 
advantages in external re- 
ſpects that accrue by it. 
So though ſame content 
themſelves to know by a 
clock the hour of the day, 
or partake the beneficia] 
uſe of ſome rarer engine: 
The more curious, eſpecially 
any that deſign imitation, 
and to compoſe ſome like 
thing, would be much 
more gratify*d, if through 
ſome pellucid incloſure, 
they could bchold all the 
inward work, and obſerve 
how every wheel, . ſpring, 
or movement, periorm 
their ſeveral parts and of- 
fices towards that common 
uſe. What 


fice of the miniſtry, that 


The Preface. X1 
What 1s here prelented, 


as it may be of great uſe- 
fulneſs to all that ſeriouſly 
deſign the chriſtian life; 
ſo it hath a {pectal uſe for 
ſuch as deſign it not, and 

who think there is no ſuch 
thing. 

It may peculiarly ſerve 
to convince ſuch, as are wil- 
ling to think as ill as they 
can of the calling, and of- 


there are /ome that ſerve the 
Lord in that work, who 
do not ſtudy luch ſubjects 
as are here exemplified, on- 
ly to frame diſcourſes of 
them, wherewith to enter- 
tain the people for an hour; 
but for their own uſe and 
practice too. That do live 
the things they each; and 

A 0 cat 
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eat of the food they pre- 
pare for others: That are 
in good carneſt, ant nos 
intent to /ave iſcld e 23d 
thoſe that hear them. and d 5 
really venture hots oun 
ſouls upon the ſame bor- 
tom, upon which they 
would perſuade their hear- 
ers to venture theirs; ta. 
ing all poſſible care, 3 
nh of to [reach IG CHD S 
ztbey ſhould themſelves te cot 
away. 

The very opinion (as well 
as the thing itſelf, that We 
preach only tor form's ſake, 
and to keep up the cuſtorn, 
and believe or regard not 
what Wwe ourſelves: ſay, is 
no ſmall, (nor perhaps un- 
common ) hindrance to the 
fuccels of preaching at this 
dy. 


o — — 
. · 


2 Preface. X111 
- day. It is hard to be ſeri- 
* ous in h. aring, what think, 
it v he 14 not {erious in himſelf 


id 5 10 Preacnes it. It 1ap- 


Q prehend he trifles, *tis a 
n grcat temptation to me to 
— do ſo ton. 

y You may ſce, this wor- 


's ty man conſider'd the goſ- 
5 pol, as a goſpel of ſalvation ; 
amt not only tazehbt, but 
r7/ed accordingly. How 


X 
4 ſolicitous was he o ground 

2 cantially and ſir -ngly his 
Bebe of eleraal life! How 
5 Warily did he tcl his way, 
; il labour tro underſtand 
| und know praztically upon 


what terms he might ſafely 

appuar before his Judge | 
To them who do not fo, 
this ought to be taken for 
i 771 reverfive example; and 
may 


X1V The Preface. 
may be very directive to 
them that ao, 

That it may attain its 
proper ends, is the lerious 


prayer of 


One deſirous to fro- 
mote the Common 
ſalvation, 


Joun Howe, 


Mr. CORSBE T's 


FL NQUIRY 


rn 


State of his Soul. 


His Introduction. 


N order to peace of con- 
fetence and aſſurance of 
my good eftate lywards God, 
it miſt in reaſon be ſuppoſed, 
tal I may 4 ivbtly underſtand 
the marks of jincerity ſet down 
11 Gods word , as alſo the 
predominant incluuation and 
motions of my own j,; and 
that I may be ſo far af- 
ure d of my right underſtand- 
ing of the things aforeſaid, 2s 
{0 
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to have no reaſonable eround 
of douling thereof. Fir 1 
have no other ordinary way 
to know my ſincerity in order 
to ihe ſaid peace ond affu- 
rance, but to examine it 
cording to My b. jt 11 derjtand- 
ing by the Mark. thereof jet 
den in God's ©: Cr, 


2 1 jp 
1 it ts [cif ( Hi. 'al 161 t * 


. 
} s 


is reartftle that 1 te al! dili- 
geiwe and impartiality ©2710 
cenjiancys ad that l earncſt- 
ly 17 v for God” 516. [fance 13! 
11, aud hea 144: ly (ien J Jeif 
to Vis je: i, 6255 David did, 
Plal.: cxxxix. 

Wherefore 75 1/0: ' the moſt 
impartial and dilizent ſeaich, 
that I can make, accordiig 
to the beſt of my under/tand- 
ing, logether With earneſt and 


conſtaut fraycr its God 70 g,. 
{: 
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ſiſt me therein, as in my 


ereateſt conceru; it deth moſt 
raliunally appear to me, that 
the predominant mclination 
and motions of my ſoul are 
aorceable to the marks of fins 
ceiity ſet down in God's 
word, then my conſcience do- 
ine is office ar gt, is to judge 
for me accordingly, viz. that 
am ſincere. And in this 
nidement am to acguicſce, 
1 cauſe it 15 the judgment of 
2 0 agent and miniſter, 
ch he bath ſet up within 
me = judge unacr him of my 
10 e ra according ts 
ro, WT: which he him- 

kh doth ant # Wilt jugs me. 
God bath the ſame ale 
fon the ſcul, which conſci— 
as 
or er- 
dinarily 


eiice bis Vicegerent hath, 
it from time 


to time, 


4 Introduction. 


dinarily judgeth not againſt 
him or without him, but ih- 
der him and according to his 
judgment, either acquitting or 
condemning. To this purpoſe 
the Apoſtle ſpeak:th, 1 John 
ili. 20, 21. JIf our heart con- 
demn us, God is greater thas 
our heart, and knoweth all 
things; if our heart condeimu 
15 not, ſben Dave we con fi- 
dence towards God. 


The 


The State of my Own 


„ SS 0 UL, 


gor According to the {ſtricteſt 


poſe Search that I can make. 
vun 

Son. Pſal. cxxxix. 23, 24. 
han Search me, O Lord, and 
all know my heart, try me 
nu and know my thoughts, 


i- and fee if there be any 
wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way ever- 
laſling. Amen. 


The following Particulars 

were ſet down in Decemb. 

Fan. Feb. An. 1663. 

S far as I am able to 

diſcern my heart and 

ways, I have choſen 

the Lord for my portion, 

he I take up my reſt in bim, 


and 


0 
- 


6 Mr. Corbet's Huquisy 
and not in the Creature. 
To love, and ſcar, and ad- 
mirc, and blets him, and 
to have communion with 
him is my clucf joy, and 
the eternal vilion and frui— 
tion of God is my great 
hope. I would not only 
have God herealier, but 
bere in this world for my 
click good. ie is even 
now better than all the 
worll. 

I come to God by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and as 1 bclicve 
in God, I believe allo in 
Chrilt, and rejoyce and &10- 
ry in him; and tow: 
ledging my own lintulnels 
and unworthinels, I reſt 
intrcly on him as the 
ground of my juſtification 
wo lite, and of all {avour 

and 


* 

ure, 
ad - 
and 
/1th 


and 


with 
eat 
nly 
but 
my 
ven 
the 


ſus 
ve 
in 
o- 
W- 
els 
lt 
he 
on 
Ur 
icl 


mito the State of his Fon. 7 
and acceptance With Goc. 
receive Chrit as my 
Lord, and give up my lell 


to him. I lt him into my 
heart by faith. I eſteem 
him precious, and am wil- 
ling to ſutter the lofs of all, 
that I my win him. 

I defire to know him in 
the power of his death and 
reſurrection, and am much 
grieved that Ido lo weakly 
experience that power, and 
feel it no more operative in 
me, in my dying to fin 
and the world, and in hv- 
ing and walking in the 
lpirit. 

| do not ccale to lament 
the more heinous fins of 
my lite; and cannot for- 


bear the continual implor— 
ing of the pardon of them. 


1 
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I do not return again to 
ns and 1 relolve never 
ſo to d 0. 

I warch and pray, and 
ſtrive againſt all un, but 
eſpec ally againtt thoſe ns, 
to which I am more efp:! 
clally inclined. My con- 
flicts are daily, and Iam put 
hard to it; bur I do not 
yield up my ſelf ro any fin, 
nor lie down in it, yea, i 
do not ſuffer ſinful cogita- 
tions to lodge in me. 

I am many times much 
diſcompoled, damped in 
{pirit, deadned in duty, 
diſtracted in my ſtudies, 
and moleſted and hindered 
every way by the fin that 
dwelleth in me. Bur I re- 
ſolve, that fin ſhall have 
no reſt in my ſoul, and 
that 


i! 
11 


ſ 


1 


Fx 


& 


3 > 


0 
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to that I will never enjoy 


ver 


Tore; 
UN 
NS 

do 
n- 
u 


2 


| 


IC. 
Though I cannot keep 


ſin out of my heart, yet 
it doth not reign in my 
mortal body, nor do I 
yield my members to the 
ſervice of it. 

I would full] all righte- 


$ ouſncſs, and owe nothing 


to any man but love. 1 
had a hundreds told ra- 
ther ſuffer wrong, than do 


Wrong. 


N 
ö 


It was ſaid of Chriſt, 
that no guile was found in 
his mouth ; and of the faith- 

*tul company that followed 
tne Lamb, that no guile 
was found in their mouth. 
And chat it may be ſo with 
me I endeavour with my 
whole hcart. 

] cruſt 


10 Mr. Corbet's Engriry 

T truſt God with my 
chickeſt outward concern- 
ment; even with that, a- 
bout which I am moſt folt- 
citous, and wherein to be 
ſatisfhcd is of great moment 
to me, for that it hath as 
great an influence upon my 
lpirit, as any outward thing, 
hath. And I do be licve 


that God will provide for 


me herein, or otherwiſe :. 


ſupply the want of it. 

My carneſt de fire of God 
is, that my outward condi— 
tion may be ſo ſtated by 
his wile and gracious pro- 
vicence, as I may be leaſt 
expoled to temptation, and 
belt diſpoſed and further- 
cd unto duty. 

I have an inclination to 
ſeck Self, particularly i 


. 


Pp 
3 
* 
. 
- 


in 
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vain applauſc, and that in 
religious ſervices; and here- 
in I have been highly guil— 
ty; but I ſhame my 1clf 
for it before God, and I 
am willing tobe ſatisfied in 
the praiſe, that comes from 
him alone; and I truſt 
through hi; grace, that I 
can deny my ſelf in matter 
of reputation to do his will. 

I love the Lord Telus 


' Chriſt, and all his ſaints. 


Thc broken eſtate of the 
chugch, eſpecially by 1n- 


telkine evils, f is 4 great trou- 
ble to my ſpirit. The ſcan- 
dals of profeſſors I am tru- 
Iy gricved at, and I would 


not by their weakneſſes ſeck 
to excuſe my own faults, 
or an applau:! ins of my 


On virtucs. 


B J have 
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I have no ſettled bitter- 
nels and revenge aganmtt my 
enemics, but J love, pity 
and pray for them. As 
concerning God's enemies [ 
am more provoked, but! 
would not be inhumane or 
crucl againſt them 3 for 
the Wrati: of man worketi 
not the rightcoulnels of 
God. | 

I contemn none, 1 would 
not imbitter the ſpirit of 
any. I woul! antwer all 
obligations of courteſy, as 
accounting it a nghtegul- 
neſs. I would not inſult 
Over the weakneſs of any; 
and this is partly out o. 
natural renderncls and mo- 
ral conſiderations ; and 1 | 
find, that the goodness ant, ( 
Kindnels of God, the meekſy TI 
nel 


* 


0 
1 
Ane 
eka 


11 
ne 
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nc{sand gentleneſs of Chriſt, 
hath hereunto made im- 
preſſion upon me. 

find upon the review 
of my life paſt, according 
to the cleareſt judgment 
that I can make, that have 
not gone backward, but 
proceeded forward, in the 
ways of godlinefs. And 
this increaſe I reckon not 
by ſudden fits now and 
then happe ning, but by 
the main progreſs of the 
Worl in the total lum. 

I have been gri-ved wat 
I am no more clcevated in 
the hope of heaven, and 
that I cannot attain to a 
longing dente to be gone 
hence, and to be tnere with 
Chrijt. I have labourcu to 
raiſe up my heart, and have 


B 2 had 


- — —  — 
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had enlargement, even when 
deadne® and flätneſs had 
been upon me. IT think 
with my felt ſometimes, 
were my evidences clear 
for heaven, I would cxult 
to be gone hence this-very 
hour; but I find not this 

readineſs at all times. 
When! have had a good 
enterprize in hand for God's 
glory and ſome publick 
benefit, I watched againſt 
vanity of mid, and vain 
glory in carrying it on 
and I deſire purely to aim 
at God's glory, and to be 
ſatisfhed with my reward in 
him. And I take heed, 
that I forget not my mor- 
tality, when Jam purſuing 
that deſign; but 1 Won 
fain bring up my {clt to; 
this 
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this frame, to be contented 
to be taken hence in the 
midit of it, as judging that 
I ſhall be no loſer by my 
removal, - and God cannot 
ſtand in necd of that ſer-— 
vice. 

Lord, forgive my inor- 
dinatc ſelf- love, which hath 
diſturbed the actings of pure 
charity in divers paſſages of 
moment. For ſelf-love in 
my ſenſitive appetite hath 
had motions contrary to 
the love of God and my 
nctShbour. Nevertheleſs 
my judgment hath diſal- 
lowed it, and I have for 
the moſt part acted againſt 
it, and for that, which the 
love of God and my 
neighbour did command. 


B 3 O 
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O Lord, forgive my ten 
thouſand talents. I come 
to Jelus Chriſt, who hath 
made ſatisfaction, and lay 
this heavy reckoning to his 
account. Lord, forgive 
my iniquity, for it is ex- 
cecding great. 


OLD CENT 


Theſe following Paſſages were 
ap down, March. 4. An. 


1675. 


Pon the review of the 

foregoing, evidenccs, 
aftcr twelve years, I find 
through grace the ſame 
abiding in me, and more 
and more rooted. And 
ſome particulars which did 
make me more to doubt of 


my 
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my good eſtate, I find to be 
Ince that time in a greater 
degree vanquiſhed. 

I have done what in me 
lies, to call to remembrance 
all my remarkable fins, 
from my childhood and 
Youth till now: And as 
far as I can judge, I have 
repented of them both ge- 
ncrally and particularly. 
And I now rcpen. of them 
all, from the bottom of 
my heart, with a ſelf ab- 
horrence, if I can know 
my own lieart by the ftrict- 
eſt and moſt impartial ſearch 
that | Can jake. 

Upon the b <{l judgme ent 
that I can make of the na- 
ture of fin, and the frame 
of my own heart and courſe 
of lite; I know no fin ly- 

3 4 ing 


5 {ile 
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ing upon me, which doth 
not conſiſt with habitual 
repentance, ana With the 
hatred of fin, and with an 
un{-jened conſent that God 
be my Saviour and Sancti— 
fier, and with the loving of 
God above all. 

The mercy of God to- 
wards me, in the prolong- 
ing of the day of grace; 
in the ftrivi ing of his ſpirit; 
in his chat iſements; ; in the 
checks of conſcience; in 
the recovery of my foul 
out of diſtempers and 
backſlidings; doth great- 
ly aficct my heart, and 
ſtrongly engage me to 
him. This makes me of- 
ten call upon my foul and 
all that is within me, to 
bleſs his holy name. 

Though 
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Though my fpiritual 


growth be very low and 
Now yet to this preſent 
time, I have not grown 
worſe, but better; fpeak- 
ing of growth in the whole 
ſpace, or greater ſpaces of 
my time pat, and not C- 
very particular day. 

By prayer and endea- 
vours long continucd, I 
huve in feine meaſure over 
come a ſpecial very ſinful 
dif. cmper of mind, and 
galncch the contrary tem». 
per againſt a natural pro- 
peniity. 

Though my faith in 
Chriſt be weak, yet to 
have Part in his promiſes, 
I am ready to part with all 
that is dear in this world, 


13 5 and 
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and I have no hope of hap- 
pineſs, but in Chriſt. 

Tho? I have had doubt- 
ings touching the promiſed 
ſalvation, yet I know that 
as to my own felicity, I 
prize nothing more than 
that ſalvation, being the 
glorifying and enjoying 
God for ever, and I em- 
brace it as my beſt good. 

I love Chriſt, whom I 
have not ſeen, and I am 
affected towards him, as 
towards a perſon, who 
taught and did the moſt 
excellent things, and pro- 
miſed a moſt excellent {tate 
to his followers, and pur- 
chaſed their redemption at 
the dcareit rate, 

I am heartily gricved for 
loving God fo little: Yet 
Jam 


* 
TY 
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I am ſure this I wrote ac- 
cording tou all perſuaſion 
at that time, vz. I love no- 


thing more than God. In 
my eſteem and choice, I 


prefer che ſpiritual, 
and heavenly life, 
parably before the 


divine, 
incom— 
carnal, 


animal, carthly life. And 
this eſteem and choice is 
Mae LOOK by performance 


in ord na LAY. 


I love to love God: And 
I defire this love not only as 


an evidence of my 


tion, but for itſelt. 
much rather have 


ſalva- 
I had 


heart 


to love him perfectly, than 
to have all the riches, ho- 
nours and vicalures Ot this 


I 
worl:!. 


My conſcience bears me 


Witnuis that in the 


B 6 


preſent 
cxcrelle 
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exerciſe of my miniſtry, I 
have no ſelf- end of worldly 
advantage, or reputation 
among men, or any intereſt 
of the carnal mind : But if 
the command of Chriſt, 
and the neceſſities of fouls 
cid not oblige me to this 
ſervice, I hor 1d gladly i C- 
tire to privacy and ſolitude. 
My temporal eftate is 
mean and low, yet I am 
contented with it, and hum- 
bly bleſs God for what I 
have. I hve in as narrow 
a compaſs for expences, as 
I can, that I might have 
ſomething to give to the 
Poor, and to be helpful to 
thoſe that are in need, ac- 
cording to my ability. And 
as Goc { hath required of us 
to love mercy z and our 
Saviour 
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Saviour hath ſaid, I! 1s a 
more bleſſed thing to give, 
than to receive; lo I have 
more plcature in giving a 
portion to the needy, as far 
as my mcan eſtate will bear, 
than in laying out for the 
delight of my own ſenſe, 
Or worldly CONVENIENCICS, 
And this proceeds not from 
a conceit of merit in any 
thing that I can do, but 
from a love to pleaſe God, 
and do good. 

Though I have a good 
knowledge about the pre- 
miſes, yet Tam apt to waver 
about the concluſion. And 
thous, I apprehend the 
e*-idences of my ſincerity 
to be clear, yet a timoroul- 
neſs remains in me. 


Though 
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Though I have not as yet 
overcome the fear of death, 
yet I am ſure, that the un- 
willingneſs that 1s in me to 
die, is not that I might en- 
Joy the pleaſures of ſenſe, 
or any gratification of the 
animal lite. 

T feel in my ſelf a burden 
of ſin and corruption; much 
ſenſuality, earthlineſs, ſelſiſh— 
neſs; nevertheleſs I judge, 
there is that predominance 
of love to God and holi— 
neſs, which I hope is un- 
moveably ſeated in my ſoul; 
whereupon I hope that it 
cannot be, that I ſhould 
be caſt out of his bliſsful 
preſence into that perdition, 
which is a ſtate of 1mmuta- 
ble hatred of him. 


SS 
SS 1, 


4 
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I apprehend, that the 
moſt horrid and helliſh 
ſtare of hell itſelf, lies in 
Its everlaſting and utmoſt 
enmity againſt God. 

Thus I am ſearching and 
trying my heart and ways; 
and what I find by my elf, 
I write down, that I may 
have 1t by me for my re- 
lief in an evil day, and an 
hour of temptation. For 
[| muſt expect the time, 
when by weakneſs, or an- 
guiſh of body or mind, I 
may be diſabled to recol- 
lect my ſelf, and duly to 
ſtate the caſe of my own 
ſoul, And the powers of 
nature may ſo fail, that I 
may have but a very weak 
apprehenſion of what J have 
to do in this great concern- 
ment. I am 
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I am warned by the pa- 
rable of the ten virgins to 
look to it, that together 
with my lamp, I may have 
oil in my veſſel, and be 
ready to enter in with the 
bridegroom at his coming. 

Lord, be merciful to me 
a ſinner, to me one of the 
chicteſt of ſinners. O my 
exceeding ſinfulneſs! O the 
riches = thy goodncis to- 
wards me | Should not I 
loath my carnal fſeif ? 
Should not I grieve for 
grieving thy ſpirit? I de- 
fire to do ſo, I hope to do 
ſo. 

Do what thou wilt with 
me, ſo thou pardon, and 
ſanctity, and ſave me. I 
am afraid of thy judg- 
ments, I can endure but 
little, 


! 
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little, O how weak is my 
heart! Nevertheleſs I will 
endeavour, and Itruſt thro? 
grace, that I ſhall be en- 
abled to bear thy correct- 
ing hand. Thou art wiſe 
and holy, thou art merci— 
ful and gracious, thou re- 
taineſt not thine anger for 
ever, becauſe thou delight- 
cit 11 mercy. 

O ſpare me, and conſi- 
der me, and deal with me 
not after my fins, and re- 
ward me not after mine 
iniquitics; but as far as 
the caſt is from the welt, 
ſo far remove my tranſgreſ- 
fions from me ; comfort 
me, and fatisfy me, for I 
wait for reli-t from thee. 
W hatſoever befalls me, I 
will put my truſt in thee. 

I] be- 
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I believe, O Lord, help 
my unbelict. Lord, increat- 
my faith. O my God, I 
lie at thy feet and mercy, 
I put my linful dillreficd 
ſoul into the hands of 7 
Chriſt, and I reſt on the co- 
venant of grace made 1n 
him, as all my ſalvation, 
and all my defire. Amer. 


l 8 A 22 oP) Crs 22 70 DTD; 2 I © 2 


More Obſervations touching 
the State of my Soll. 
March e 27th. 1670. 


The wonderful mercy 

of God towards mc : 

molt vile and wretched ſin— 
ner, in convincing, rebuk- 
ing, and awakening me un- 
to a ſelf-abhorrence, and 
an 


| 


\ 
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an utter deteſtation of my 


| fins, my ſpecial fins; Io 


t 


f 


that I cannot be reconciled 
to them. 

Since the more powerful 
awakening of my conlfct- 
ence, I never have, and am 
perſuaded never ſhall re- 
turn to thole former fins, 

which made a breach be— 
tween Cod and my foul. 

[ hate every fin imparti— 
ally. A ſinful ſtate is, in 
4 my internal ſenſe, an hor- 
rid and an helliſh ſtate. 

I find my Iclf firmly re- 
" ſolved to give up any part 
"of my worldly eſtate, that 
by ſhall be jou to old to 
ganother's wrong. If it be 
>» doubrful where the right 
Ties, I am reſolved firſt to 
2 4cavour a reference to 
oh con 


N | 


| 
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conſcientious knowing men; 
and if that cannot be fitly 
had, to ſubmit it to a legal 
trial, with a deſire that right 

may take place. I know 
not that I hold any ſuch 
eſtate, or that there is any 
doubt of my legal right to 
any thing that I poſſeſs; 
but I have made fuppoſt- 
tion for the trial of my 
own ſpirit. 

When 1 had a father or 
mother, I would have tru{l- 
ed them, to defend or de- 
liver me from any evil, 
from which it was in their 
Power to defend or deliver 
me. on the ſame manner I 
now truſt to my loving Ww!/e. 
Why then ſhould I be juſ- 
picious of God, in whole 
hands Jam? Why ſhould 

| 


* 
? 
| 
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and tender mercy towards 
me, or call in queſtion his 
good ci to preſerve, or 
deliver me trom any aftlic- 
1 Þ tion, that would be too 
hard for me to bear: or to 
) *® ſuſtain, and comfort me 
3 under any ſullering, which 
1 he ſecs tit to inflict upon 
/ # me? 
Ihen I was more care- 
r leſs and forgetful of God, 
and when 1 ventured up- 


on 8 with him, he 
was phaſed to convince 


| | I doubt of his dear love 


TA: 


3 

r me of my ſin, and to rouze 
= ic up lo 4 greatcr Care, 
I and to make me more car- 
k neſt tor pardon, and for 
- AFhealing, and tor all needful 
grace, and more through- 
d ly relolvcd towfollow him 


through- 


| 
| 
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throughout; ſurely he will 
not refuſe me in my addreſ- 
ſes for more grace, and a 
more confirmed ſtate of ho- 
lineſs. It I follow on to 
know the Lord, I ſhall 
know him, and ſce his 1al- 
vation, 

Though death and judg- 
ment be of dreadful conſi- 
deration; though God be 
holy and juſt, and I be vile, 
and guilty, and worthy of 
eternal perdition ; yet why 
ſhould I doubt of mercy 
and forgiveneſs, and of ſup- 

ort and comfort in the 
darkneſs of death, and of 
Juftification in the day of 


Judgment, from a merciful 


and faithful God, through 
a powertul Redeemer and 


Advocate; ſeeing as a hum- 
2 ble 


„ ett Dre 
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ble penitent believer, I lie 
at his feet, and caſt my 
i-!f into his arms, and wait 
on his grace, and am re— 
ſolved to keep his ways, 
and never to return to fol— 
ly. 
I more deſire to be ſin- 
cere, than to know that I 
am fo. The comfort and 
delight of being and doing 
good, I ſet not fo much by, 
as the very being and doing 
good. To love God, and 
to be conformable to him, 
is that, which 1 moſt of 
all deſire {ould be in me. 

I will truit God in his 
ways. TI will itrive againſt 
an over-timorous ſolicitude 
about my own ſalvation, 
and will commit my ſelf to 
God, wao is the infinite 
good- 
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goodneſs and love, and 1 
will he down and take my 
repoſe therein, 

Tam gricved, when I ob- 
ſerve, or hear of the ſcan— 
dals of ſome profcl ors; 
and the diſorders of thoſe, 
that arc in charity ro de 
judged ſincere; and the 
follics, and frailties of the 
more fincere and upright. 
And it humbles me, by 
cauſing me to rellect upon 
my rs and my own Gaaltds 
neſs, and wcaknels, and 
pronencts to Gund: And 
it makes me more to deſire 
the heavenly ſocicty, and 
to be among thy ſpirits of 
juſt men made porſe ct It. 

My fins of Eentuality in 
every kind and degree, 
{carch out, and repent of. 

| I am 


am 
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I am kept by grace, from 
croſs ſins of this fort. In 
the gratifications of ſenſe, 
which are lawful in general, 


S 

I {crupulouſly dread exce fs; 
and unduencſs of circum- 
ſtances. Tow earneſtly do 
I defire an abſolute purity ! 

All envy, unrightcouſ- 
neſs, unchäaritablencſs, un— 
compaſſionateneſs, unduti— 
fulneſs, and baſe ſclh hnels, 
which is the root of all. 1 
have ſcen, lanichted, and 
abhorred. The motions 


an ſtirrings of mind, that 


way, are ſuppreſſed and 


diſlodged: I will never 


give way thcreunto. 


Selt - applauding , felf- 
ſeeking, in matter of praiſe 
and honour before men, I 
ſtrive againſt. 1 deſire to 

C be 


had — — 
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be as ſincere to another's 
reputation, as 19 my own. 


I would not value others 


by the ir regard to me, but 
by their true worth. I 
would bc contented to he 
little in the eyes of others. 
This TI unfeignedly defir: 

and en: Jeavonr, and I hope, 

that I have it in ſome good 


degree. 


All my omiſſions and 
negligences in the work of 
the miniſtry, in preaching 
in perſonal private a; »plica. 
tion. I bewail, and heart: 


ly reſolve upon more U111--» 


gence and faithfulneſs. 
Enter not into jtdgme;: 
wilh thy /ervant, 0 "IE 1; 
but remember me, and 
ſpare me according to it; 


great mercy in Chriſt Fe, 


( 


\ 


1 
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the great propitlition 
ſin, in whom I deſire to be 
und, and under the co— 
vert of whoſe wing I itand, 
that i may be laved from 
Ly wrath, and enjoy thy 
peace, and hve in thy pre- 
ſence, where is fulneſs of 
joy, and pleaſures for ever- 
more, 


tor 


E. . S . pn Ofo of . b Fo 
CASO ID TITANS FAO LI > S 0 


Feb. 22. 16 8-9; 
10 wil never damn, 
Jin hell, any foul that 

hath the hab tual predomi. 

nant love of God, tough 
nd other- 

„ Wine he ICs 

va holland 

{uct 


< culpably Fi. mi! 75 
write finfu} 
Maine? 
* = . 
_ K-22 


1 . | 
1-1yuchs; 
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fuch love of God, are in- 
conſiſtent. 

J love the holy wil! of 
God with all my heart, 
and hate all diſconſormity 
to it. Nothing is more 
grievous to me, than to 
diſpleaſe God; and nothing 
is more pleaſant to me. than 
to plcaſe him. 

ſtrive after chriſtian per- 
fection. 

labour to be unbottom. 
ed of ſelt, to die to {cli 
advancement, to ſelt-gly. 


riation, and to all ſeltiſl 


Joys, and to live wholly in, 
and to God, and to hav: 
ſeif ſwallowed up in tht 
love of him. 

J labour in the work o 
ſelf-reſignation, that m. 
will may be confincd te 


411 
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and included in the will of 
God. 

] {trive after patience. in 
its perfect work, and do 
lind a willingneſs to yield to 
God's will in my chaſtiſe- 
ments. I ſtill juſtify God, 
and do not entertain an 
hard thought of his deal- 
ing with me; but conclude, 
that It 1s altogether holy, 


zuſt and good, and for the 


beſt. 
I feel my fin a greater 
burden to me, than my 


affliction. I had rather 


have health of foul in a 
body full of pain, than 
health and eaje of body 
with a diltempered ſoul. 
And the ſenſe of my great 
ſinfulneſs diſpoſeth me to 

2 pa- 


40 Mr. Corbet's Enm:rs 


patience, under my aflict- 
ing infirmities ol body. 

[ rey watch my 
heart, that it m. Ly not lodge 
or admit a vain thought 
When Jam ſurprized with 

vanity, l ſuppreß it as loon 
as I obſerve 1t. 

I am very fearful of ot, 
fending in a word. When 
ON a ſudden, and by inco- 
gitancy, I have ſpoken a 
word, which upon fſccon« 
thoughts 1s doubtful ro me, 
though I had not ſuch 
doubt in the ſpeaking of it; 
I have been 8 perpiex- 
ed about it, and engage. 
my ſelf to a greater witch. 
tulncls. 
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Urely, Chrift hath my 
heart. Whenloever | 
ſwerve from Chrit in a 
tlwought, word, Or deed, It 
1; by tnadve reency and ſur— 
priza] againlt my fixed 
principle; and I have great 
regret at it, and loath 
my ſelf for it. 

[t I were out of all fear 
Ct damaation, I had rather 
De holy than unholy; and 
I take pains, and uſe God's 
means to be holy. in oppo- 
lition to the fleſh, and 1 
make it my chief care. 
And J do this, - becauſe I 
mike the enjoying of God 
4 my 


42 Mr. Corbet's Enquiry 
my chief good; and rather 
than loſe the hope thereof, 
I would willingly undergo 
the ſufferings of this lite, 
which lead to that bleſed 
ion, not excepting the 
fic y trial itſelt. 

BIGOL TN OC 428 


%- Ts” 4%," *8* vs* $;* 1h 


Aug. 1680. 
1 Hope, when the end 


cometh, my God will 
ſay to me; Dear child, thy 
warfare is accompliſhed, 
thine iniquity is pardoned, 
enter thou into my reſl. 
Therefore, I will both hope, 
and quietly wait for the fal. 
vation of God. I will hope 
to the end. Strengthen me, 
O my God, that 1 faint 

nor. 
O ober 
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October the 4th 1682. 
I Have no delign, I pur- 


[1c nothing conttary 10 
Gods intereſt © bit all Ny 


dt (1171s and DU: fur: are ot 


God and holinefs. It!. ink, 
Jam ſure. of this, if I be 
ſure cf any thing. Ny 
great aim and care, wind ft. 


bour, is tO and ſe my 6 
ron! 111 tins of If * 
and tpirit, and io perfect 
houlin: {s in the fen: of God. 

Tor vhom I yicli ny felf 
a ſervant to ohe y, rag vant 
1 ut I CO not yield 

2 {elf a ſervant to ling to 
oh y it; but 10 0 yi my 
ſelf a ſervant to God, to 
obey him. The Ce! ſign and! 
buſineſs of my lit 
do his cl. 
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1 HE 


WORKINGS 


OF M 


HEART 


IN MY 


A-FF1-1CT ION. 


Aug. the 5th. 1680. 


"THE. wi of God in 
laying this affliction 
upon me, I unteign- 

edly approve as holy, juſt, 
and good : And I am un- 
teignedly willing to bear 
the aftliction, as it is an e- 
vil laid upon me by his 
chill, till the time come, in 

C 6 which 
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which he thinks fit to re- 
move It. 

I watch, and pray, and 
ſtrive, that I may not give 
W. y to a repming thought 
again his holy hand. "In 
this point the /p771t 75 Tilling, 
but the fleſh is weak. My 
n ind doth really conſent 
to God's diſpenſation, and 
to my ſubmiſſion, as be— 
ing moſt agrecabl to his 
wile and gracious govern- 
ment, ind. molt conducing 
to my falvation. But mx 
ſenſitive part, and my mind 
alſo, as it is in part unre- 
newed, weak, and ſinful. 
doth greatly reluctate; ſo 
that I am put hard to it, 
and I muſt ſay, J am wwil- 
"ug: Lord, help my unwil- 


Iingneſs. 


I have 
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I have_ not obſerved in 
the ſeveral days paſt, that 

a LH, of direct Or PO- 
itive diſcontentment, or 
7eXatious commotion of 
mind, hath been admitted 
by me; nevertheleſs, I ſee 
to my grief, that I fall ex- 
ceeding, ſhort of that quiet- 
neſs, comentation ind 
cheerfuineſs in my conai- 
tion, and of that freeneſs 
of 1clit-reſignation to God's 
will, that l deſire, and his 
goodneis calls for. 

I wreſtle with God by 
Importunate prayer, that 
this Horn in the fleſh might 
de part from me; that this 
diſtemper might be remov- 
cd. or o mitigated, that T 
might be in ſome comfort- 
able caſe, and get a more 

cheer = 
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cheerful freedoin in doing 
my duty. Yer 1 would 
not wreſt this relief out of 
his hands unſcaſonably, and 
without his good will and 
his bleffing. I would wait 
his time, and deſire to have 
it with his love and favour, 

and with a ſaving benefit. 
My e carneſt detire oi de— 
liverance is limited with 
ſubmiſſion to his holy will. 
Yer I find that this tubmuit- 
ſion is no ealy matter, but 
that I muit take pains with 
my own heart; and fiat it 
is God, who muſt work 
my heart to it, and Keep 
under the fleſh, which 15 
always ready to rebel. Ir 
is hard to be willing to bear 
my weariſom condition: 
And, O how weak 1s my 
heart, 
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heart, and ready to fink, 
if it be not upheld by a 
{irength above my own ' 
O let bs grace be ſufficient 
for me, an! let his power 
bY ads perfect in my 
WO! k Ne {8. 

| fel my {cif bettered in 
the inner man, by this 
chaſteniby,. it hath fur- 
rod mortification and 
(i[-entt!, and done much 
te the Dreaking of the heart 
pride, and 19 hring me on 
LOWATGES thai 1106 perfect 
examination, for which 
{ 1:bour. 
It hath much deadned 
ae wor! to me, and my 
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concern is in God. It drives 
mc cloſe to him, and makes 
| me to fetch all my comforts 
from in. 

| | fee of how little value 
| all outward contentments 


are; and not only in my 
preſent afnHicted ftate, but 
| if ] were at cal. end in full 
| proſperity. The fenlc of 
| this bencht to my ſoul, 15 
the great means of bring- 
ing my 4 to that weak 
degree of ſtmiffion to 
| God's will. to which | have 
attained. 

1 O that I could live more 
| by faith, in this trying at- 
fiction. I endeavour to 
impreſs upon my ſoul thoſe 
arguments, which the {crip- | 
ture affords for patience and 
long- ſuffering with joyful - 

nels. 


— = do. 
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neſs. Bat this will not do 
the work, unlels the tpirit 
of ſaith and patience be 
ven from him, from whom 
comes down every good 
and perfect gift. 

I pray, I cry to my Fa— 
ther, that he would owe 
me the // Spirit, accor- 
ding te > his OFacIous pro— 
mile, chat I might ſhew 
forth the power of bis 
grace, and that I might not 
diſhonour , nor dil- 
courage is children, nor 
reproach religron by my 
weaknels. And in my bear- 
ing of it well, my reputa- 
tion is nothing regarded by 
me, in comp-riſon of the 
honour of (it. Him I 
dere to glority both 1 
my obedience and patience. 


I do 
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i do not love God the 
leſs, becauſe of his correct- 
ing hand upon me. As 
my neceſſities drive me, ſo 
his love draws me, and my 
love brings me to him. I 
look to him as my Father : 


And, ſhall I not honour 


my Father, and give him 
reverence, when I am 
chaſt'ned of him? The 
Lord is my portion, faich 
my ſoul; therefore will | 
hope in him. I will wait 
for the Lord, who hidetl 
his face; I will look after 
him; he retaineth not 4; 
anger for ever, becauic he 
delighteth in mercy. There- 
fore he will turn again, and 
have compaſſion upon me. 
If he Kill me, 0 WIII voy 9 
my truſt in / : tor be wil: 


». 
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not caſt me off for ever, 
e cleaveto him with faith 
unfeigned; but even thro? 
Geath itſelf will be fave me. 
Ile will bring me forth to 
the light, and I ſhall be- 
hold hs righteouſneſs. 

When I tiy, Vat ſhall 
do, in caſe of ſuch or ſuch 
troub/e/om? or dangerous con— 
fequeiices *® My heart an- 
wers, Be not careful, God 
will provide ; I will leave 
it tg him. 

Beſides a natural deſire 
of eale and reſt, the ſenſe 
of the temptation to which 
I am liable in this conditi— 
tion, makes me importu- 
nate to be deliver'd from 
it. I feclingly know the 
weakneſs of my. own heart, 
and 1 am not ignorant of 

thc 
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the devil's malice and ſub- 
tilty, and how he will make 
the fierceſt aſſaults, where 
Iam weakejt. Whereupon 
I tremble in my ſelf, for 
fear of being tempted, and 
ſnaken, and greatly amaz- 
ed. And upon this ground, 
reſpecting my ſeu 's ſafety, 
I judge an humble and pa- 
tient Importunity with God, 
for the removing and mo- 
derating of my diſtemper, 
to be my duty. 

Yet to keep me from be- 
ing over ſolicitous and an- 
xious in this thing, I conſi- 
der, that God doth govern 
and limit all our tempta- 
tions, and will not ſuffer 
us to be tempted above 
what we are able; but will, 
with the temptation, open 


1n his Afiition. 55 


a Way for us to eſcape. 

Nevertheleſs, I find, that 
do much ofiend by too 
great a vehemence of de- 
fire to be dclivered from 
this gricvous burden, with- 
out due ſubmiſſion ; alto by 
too much diiquietnels and 
dejeEtion, when after ſome 
expectation of a benefit by 
that means, I perceive that 
my hope thercot is like to 
be fruſtrated. The Lord 
help me to carry it better, 
and as I ought to do, and 
keep my mind in its right 
frame. 

My buſineſs under this 


a fflict ion 1s to be careful a- 


bout my own part, and to 
leave God's part to his 
care. My part is to do my 
duty, and to get the _ 

0 
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ht of the affliction; but 
to remove it, is God's part. 
Let me perform what be— 
longs to me, and hat be- 
longs to God, he will cer- 
tainly perform in his own 
time and way. 

The ſum of my duty is 
graciouſly to comply with 
the diſpenſation, and to be- 
have my ſelf ſuitably to it, 
and to pleaſe and honour 
God underit. According- 
ly in this I labour, and in 
this way I ſeek for comfort. 
And firſt I juſtify God, 
and judge my ſelf. God 
exerciſes his own holineſs 
and juſtice in this caſtigation. 

His jaſtice and holineſs I 
approve, and accept the 
puniſhment of mine iniqui- 
ty, and exerciſe an hatred 


of 


— — — 
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of the ſin, for which I now 
ſmart. 

I will bear the indigna- 
tion of the Lord, becauſe 
| have ſinned againſt him, 
and I repent with a ſelf-ab- 
horrence ; and I he in the 
duſt at his feet, and wait 
on him, until that he have 
mercy upon me, and I am 
glad to receive mercy upon 
his terms. 

have fled for refuge to 
lay hold on the hope that 1s 
ter before me. I do moſt 
heartily take God for my 


portion, and I had rather 


live the divine life in con- 
formity to him, and fel- 
lowſhip with him, here in 
the firit fruits of the ſpirit, 
and hereafter in the fulneſs 


of glory, than live in the 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs of the delights and 
contentments, that belong 
to the natural life upon 
earth, in a way of ſin, and 
alienation from the life of 
God. 

I do moſt heartily take 
Chriſt according to the of- 
fer of the Goſpel, not on- 
ly to be juſtified from my 


fins, and delivered from © |. 


the wrath to come, by his 
merits; but allo to be 
ſanctified by his word and 
Spirit, and to be governed 
by his laws, and to be 
brought i nim unto the 
aforclaid fellowſhip with 
God. And my life and 
practice in the main bent, 
and ordinary courſe there- 
of, is according to this 
choice, in a daily walking 
no: 


gf? 
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not by ſight and ſenſe, but 
by faith; not after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit, in ſet- 
ting my heart not on carth- 
ly, but on heavenly things. 

I caſt oft vain deſires and 


. hopes, and my expectatt- 


ons of good are from God, 
according to the tenor of 
his promiſes, When I walks 
in darkneſs, and ſee no light 
of outward comiort, hu- 
man helos, and vifible 
means, I will truſt in the 
name of the Lord, and ſtay 


my felt upon my God. 


] ſtrive with my own ſpi- 
rit, to {ubdue it to the will 
of God: And in whatſoever 
[ am tempted to he moſt 
impatient, therein I labour 
molt for patience. My 


great care is, that I may 


nor 
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not ſin againſt my God 
in any kind ; and more e- 
ſpecially, that I may not ſin 
by a rebellious impatience 
under his correcting hand. 

In this preſent. diſtreſs 
I Took upon my ſelf, as 
being upon my tral; and 
therefore I look more dili- 
gently to my behaviour in 
it. Now a price is put in- 
to my hand for the proot 
of my ſincerity, and I la- 
bour accordingly to make 
good proof of it. 

I am willing to ſerve God 
in pain and patience, elle 1 
were unworthy of ſo good 
a maſter. I am willing to 
be contormable ro Criſt i in 
ſuffering, elſe I were un- 
worthy of him. But here | 
I mult iay again, The /pi- | 
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rit indeed 1s willing, bit the 
fleſh is weak; Lord, help 
my unwillingneſs. 

Jam called to deny all 
the pleafures of ſenſe, and 
to mind them no morez 
and I am heartily willin 
of it. I am called to de- 
clare to others, by the ex- 


erciſe of faith and patience, 


the righteouſneſs of the 
Lord, and his tender mer- 
cies, and great faithfulneſs, 
and that he alone is all- ſuf- 
ficient. O that the power 
of his grace may be thus 


f magnified in me! 


This is the fruit of af- 


| fictions, that] look after; 
ſand in this I will labour 
more and more. And thro? 


the help of divine grace, I 
will not doubt of a good 
2 iſſue, 


* 63 — RR — — 
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iſſue, while I am found in 
the way of duty. To 
them, who by patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing lee!: 
ior glory, and honour, and 
immortality, Ged, who 
cannot lye, hath promiſcd 
to give eternal life. 

I am deſirous to be deli- 
vered from this affliction, 
(if it be the will ot che 
Lord) upon this account, 
that I might have a more 
notable proof of my 1rcer 
chooling of God for my 
portion, when I am not 
thus driven to him (as now) 
becauſe I can go no where 
elſe for comfort; alſo of 
my freer turning from the 
world, even then when! 
Jam capable of enjoy ing 
it. To have ſuch a proof 

Ol 
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"po of theſe things in my ſelf, I 
0 : 
ſhould take for a great ad- 
vantage, and be greatly 
thankful. Nevertheleſs, for 
the quieting of my mind, 
I confider that my preſent 
afflicted ſtate doth better 
ſecure me from temptati- 
ons, which might draw my 
heart from God to the love 
of the world; in which re- 
ſpect, proſperity 1s far more 
dangerous than adverlity. 
Moreover, my preſent 
ſtate gives me advantage 
for a higher proof of the 
grace that is in me, and of 
the power of divine aid, 
upholding me in a life of 
faith and patience, by which 
I live upon God alone, when 
' worldly comfort fails me; 
and by which I am enabled 
D 3 to 
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and 
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to overcome things grievous 
to nature; and to get above, 
not only the pleaſures, but 
the ſharp pains of ſenſe; 
and to live, and endure 
with little natural or bodi- 
ly reſt. 

Alſo, it gives me the ad- 
vantage of exerciſing a re- 
ſolved, willing ſelf- reſigna- 
tion to God in this diſpen- 
ſation, which is harſh to 
fleſh and blood; anda reſt- 


— 


ing in hope, when there is 


no preſent appearance of 


help; and a waiting and 


looking for the Lord, who 


hides his face; and a cleav- 


ing to him by conſtant love, 


tho' he doth ſore bruiſe me. 1 
If I continue in the exer- 


ciſe of theſe graces, they 
will give me a good proof, 
chat 
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that the heavenly nature is 
in me, and will make way 
for great aſſurance towards 
God, and full conſolation in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

And yet further; I truſt 


that I have, long before 


this diſtreſs, choſen God for 
my portion, and drawn off 
my heart from the flatter- 
ing vanities of this world. 
And I know, that in this 
diſtreſs, I do not come to 


him conſtrainedly, or meer- 


ly as driven. 
I delight to draw nigh 


to him, to pour out my 


heart before him in prayer 
and meditation. My me- 


ditation of him is ſweet to 
my ſoul, and I do not love 


to be diverted from it. And 


when my diſtemper is any, 


34 whit 
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whit more caſy, it works 
unto a rcjoycing in him. 
And it is for an en] argement 
of heart towards Him, that I 
chicſly deſire bodily eaſe 
and reit, 

Hear my cry, O Cod; 
attend unto my prayer I 
will cry unto thee, when 

my heart is overwhelmed: 
Lead me to the rock that 
15 higher than J. 

God the infinite goodneſs 
and love, will nor caſt off 
a poor ſoul that lies at his 
feet, and cries for the help 
of His grace, when it is rea- 
dy to ſink under the bur- 
den, and 1s willing to have 
mercy upon his terms. 

Therefore, I will ſtill cry 
to him, and look for him, 


Og er el A an 


and lean upon him, and will 


nor 
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not depart from him by an 
evil heart of unbelief. This 
I reſolve in his ſtrength. 
Lord, ſtrenghten me unto - 
the perfect work of patience. 
Lord, I heartily conſent 
that thou ſhould'ſt uſe me 
as thou pleaſeſt, ſo thou uſe 
me, as one of thoſe that love 


thy name. Diſpoſal is an ef- 


fect of propriety, but it is 
always a regular and a lov- 
ing diſpoſal of the ſubjects 
of his government! O! deal 
favourably with thy ſervant. 
Thou knoweſt my frame; 
remember that I am but duſt. 

The Lord will perfect that 
which concerneth me: Thy 


mercy, O Lord, endureth for 


* ever. Forſake not the works 


of thine own hands. O Lord, 


without thee I can do no- 


D 5 thing. 


* 


OE ge 


68 The Workings of &c. 


thing. Therefore, I mult 
beg, and thou wilt give 
grace ſufficient ; without 
which I cannot ſubſiſt : For 
therein 1s the life of my 
ſpirit. 

For ever, O Lord, thy 
word 1s ſettled in heaven. 

Pity me, O Lord, as a 
father pityeth his children. 

Comfort me, OT d, us 
one whom his mother com- 
forteth. 

The Lord will wait, that 
he may be gracious unto | 
you: For the I is 2 (rod | 
of judgment: Bleſſed arc | 
all they, that wait tor hin. { 

Can I be in a better hand?“ 
As my profeſſed judgment 
is concerning God's pro- 
ceeding ; ſo let me ſtand af- 
tected towards it. 

NOTES 


r 


NUTES 


FOR 


My Self. 


E IL P thy heart with 

all diligence; for out 
of it are the iſſues of life. 

Death and life are in the 
Power of the tongue. 

Entertain not a ſenſual 
imagination for a moment; 
and give not way to the leaſt 
glance of the eye towards va- 
nity. 

Be always expecting ſome 
trouble or other, to interrupt 
thy outward peace and reſt. 

Never expett any thing 
rom the world; and when it 
offers thee any thing that is 

D 6 good 
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good for thee, receive it; but 
catch not at it greedily. 

Be always mindful what 
thou may'ſt do for thine own 
and others ſalvation, in eve- 
ry inſtance and upon evcy 
occaſion. 

Die daily. 

In arguing with another, 
watch againſt every inordi- 
nate heat of paſſion , loud 
ſpeaking, and every raſh word. 

If any neglect or ſlight thee, 
care not for it, yet obſerve it. 

Hiiy matter of trial to thee, 
reckon among thy gains. 

Take no delight of ſenſe, but 
in a manifeſt ard direct ſub- 
ſerviency to ſjiritua? ends; 
and uſe not that delight to ir- 
ritate, but t9 allny ſenſuality. 

When a ſenſual imaginali- 
on or paſſion breaks in, then 

excite 


7 
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excite a taſte of the powers of 
the world to come; and de- 
lay not to recover the divine 


frame. 


Il hat thou doubteſt, do not. 

Iu thy ations, conſider not 
only what is lawful, but what 
1s beſt in the preſent circum- 
ſtances ; and do that. 

In every delight of ſenſe 
watch againſt all brutiffneſs. 

When thou art in company, 
where the talk is but vain, 
watch lo put in a word, that 
may be io edification. 

If any deſpiſe thee, do not 
bear a erudge againſt him for 


it. And be not offended with 
any, meerly becauſe they do 
not honour thee. 

When thou art framing 
excuſes, take hed of ſpearing 
an uniruth, or approaching 

near 
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near to it; leſt in avoiding 
the offence of man, thou make 
too bold with God. Take 
heed of this alſo, when thou 
wouldeſt ſpeak pleaſing!ly, and 
avoid offence in ſpeaking. 

Uſe no recreation or delight 
of ſenſe, but what thou canſt 
at that very time deſire of 
God, that it may be ſanctified 
to ſpiritual ends. 

When thou heareſt that 
another bath ſpoken any thing 
40 thy inſury or diſparage- 
ment, beware of a tranſport 
of anger, that thou ſpeak not | 
harſhly or unadviſedly againſt ; 
him, or too paſſionately for 
ſelf, or as too much concern- 
ed for ſelf. 

Uphold the reputation of 
thy collegue, or any that ts 
joined with thee in ſervice, 


as 
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3 as thou wouldiſi thine own. 
an Watch againſt all ſecret 
% pleaſure, in the leſſening of 
Y another for advancing thy ſelf. 
« Pray heartily for the ſuc- 
| ceſs of thy per, and others, 
1 who perſorm the ſame ſervice 
/t that thou art engaged in. And 
f rejoice in whatſoever good is 
da doxe by them, as in what 1s 
done by thy ſelf, and own i! 
uw before men. 
2 e not animoſily and con- 
= = tention in any matter, that 
2 wy be brought to a 20d Jure 


or | the Way of peace. 
48 Es Sage not haſtily as 6 
3 party in a difference between 


i- * others; but reſerve thy ſelf 

impartial and unengaged, that 
of thou mayeſt moderate between 
is uhm. 


as whilſt 
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Whilſt thou lamenteſt thy 
weakneſs in ſome caſes, and 
ſeekeſt more ſtrength, be ſure 
to uſe that greater ſtrength in 
all other caſes, whereunto 
thou haſt attained ; and be 
not remiſs or forgetful in any 
duty, that is more facile to 
thee : So ſhalt thou have com- 
fort in thy willing mind and 
Honeſt care, and do much lo- 
wards the attainment of that, 
which thou yet wanteſt, and 
reacheſt after. 
In the time of prayer, let 
no buſineſs divert thee from 
it, that is not of Preſent ne- 
ceſſity. 
hen thou haſt an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking a word for 
the good of another”s foul, de- 
fer not the doing of it till an- 
other time, 
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Watch againſt all bitter 
and ovei -paſſ onate ſpeeches, 
againſt malignant oppoſers of 
truth. For meekneſs of ſpirit 
and behaviour, is more ac- 
cording to Chriſt, than wrath- 


ful zeal. 


Be not tranſported with 


' paſſion againſt thoſe confor- 


miſts, who are more ſober 
than many others; yet mani- 


feſt too little compaſſion to their 
ſuffering brethren. For even 


in the regenerate, there is à 


, remainder of the ſpirit of en- 


vy, partiality, and ſelfiſhneſs, 


and too much of wrath, and 


| bitterneſs, and other parts of 


the ſerpentine nature, though 
in a mortified degree. And 


doe are to yield grains of al- 


lowance, for the temptations 
of prejudice, intereſt, &c. to 


y + 
which 
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Whilſt thou lamenteſt thy 
weakneſs in ſome caſes, and 
ſeekeſt more ſtrength, be ſure 
to uſe that greater ſtrength in 
all other caſes, whereunto 
thou haſt attained ; and be 
not remiſs or forgetful in any 
duty, that is more facile to 
thee So ſhalt thou have com- 
fort in thy willing mind and 
Honeſt care, and do much lo- 
wards the attainment of that, 
which thou yet wanteſt, and 
reacheſt after. 

In the time of prayer, let 
no buſineſs divert thee from 
tt, that is not of Preſent ne- 
ceſſity. 

When thou haſt an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking a word for 
the good of another's foul, de- 
fer not the doing of it till an- 
other time. 

| Waich 
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Watch againſt all bitter 
and overpaſſionate ſpeeches, 
againſt malignant oppoſers of 
truth. For meekneſs of ſpirit 

and behaviour, is more ac- 
cording to Chriſt, than wrath- 
Ful zeal. 

” Be not tranſported with 
' paſſion againſt thoſe confor- 
' miſts, who are more ſober 
than many others ; yet mani- 
© feſt too little compaſſion to their 
= ſuffering brethren. For even 
in the regenerate, there 1s a 
& remainder of the ſpirit of en- 
vy, partiality, and ſelfiſhneſs, 
and too much of wrath, and 
bitterneſs, and other parts of 
the ſerpentine nature, though 
in a mortified degree. And 
: we are to yield grains of al- 
lowance, for the tempiations 
Prejudice, intereſt, &c. 10 
- which 
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which good men, as well as 
others, are obnoxious. 

In thy zeal againſt the ſins 
of others, be miudſul of thy 
own exceeding ſinfulneſs Call 
lo remembrance thy great of- 
fences, which though they 
be unfeignedly repented of, 
give thee to underſtand what 
cauſe thou baſt to be meek, 
and humble, and patient to- 
wards all men. 

Watch againſt the motions 


of pride and bypocriſy, in the 


preſence of any perſon, whoſe 

avour and opinion thou much 
eſteemeſt. What is man that 
thou ſhouldeſt paſs to be judg- 
ed by man's judgment, or ſeek 
applauſe from man ! 

Be not diſcompoſed about ſome 
petty abſurdities of behaviour, 


er little indecorums, or over- | 
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fights ; for fo to be, 1s fuſil- 


lanimily. 

When thou haſt conceived 
a diſlike of any perſon, his 
ways, Or aitions, or doſft ill 
reſiut his carriage towards 
thee, take heed, thou do not 
take any ſecret pleaſure in the 


| foreſight of evil coming upon 


im; or in hearing or obſerv- 


ing any ſuch folly of his, as 


tends to bis reproach or guin, 


or notable damage. 


IF thou haſt fore-ſpoken the 


| calamity, or any evil, that 


in reaſon is like to befal one, 
who doth unadviſedly manage 
himſelf, and his affairs; take 
heed of wiſhing or willing, 
that the evil ſhould come 
to paſs, left thy judgment or 


fore: fight ſhould ſeem to be 


diſparaged ; yea, take heed of 
any 
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any motion riſing towards ſuch 
a Wiſh or will. 
My own exceeding faulti- 


neſs engages me in ſeeing and 
bearing the faults and follies © 
of others, to pity them, rather |: 
than to rejoice or glory over | 
them; and to cover or leſſen | 
thoſe faults, rather than io 


aggravate or diſplay them. 


The mercy and forgiveneſs 


that I have found and hope 
for at the Lord's hand, en- 
gages and diſpoſes me to for- 
give injuries and abuſes done 
zo me. And TI ſhould not think 
it much, that I, who am ſo 
ſinful, ſhould bear ſome con- 
tumelies or abuſes from men. 
It is diſpleaſing to me, to 
hear the faults of others in- 
ſiſted on, whether they be 


_ matters of folly and inconſi- 


derateneſs, 


i 
=; 
4 
py 


th 


; 


Notes for himſelf. 79 


; derateneſs, or of perverſeneſs 
and malice; but eſpecially if 
the matter be not evident. 

{ find, that pelty damages 


and injuries are apt to be vex- 
atious, eſpecially in a matter 
| the whole whereof is but lit- 

dle; as in a little farm or 


living. Wherefore, I en- 
* deavuur, that I be not ſur- 


| prized with a troubleſome ap- 


Pearance, and conſider the 
moment of a thing how light 
71 15. 

Abbor every thought, word 
and deed, which is contrary 
to love, and tends to the hurt 
of others. 

The more men wrong thee, 
the more walchfully maintain 
thy love towards them. 

After thy publick miniſtra- 
lions in prayer and preach- 


ing, 
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ing, be not thoughtful er but « 
much concerned, how men by 11 
like thy performance ; but be I. 
conceraed for this, bow ac- trial 
ceptable it is to God, and | be a 
how effeftual and ſucceſsful | hard 
to Holy and ſaving means. ſhall 

F God jingle me out for | with 
ſpecial great ſuffering, 1 have Fl 
no reaſon to judge amiſs of it: ¶ vill 
For ſuch is the ſlate of the | heav 
things in the world to come, ¶ caſt 
that ſome individuals muſt of || bala; 
neceſſity ſuffer for the good , prop. 
the people, And, why not and 
J, as well as another ? God || allur 
is my owner, and he may do | ſerio! 
with me, as with any other, || ſever 
even as he pleaſeth;, and be | whic 
is my father, and he will uſe N neſs. 
me well, and make me ſuffi- T 
cient amends for all my ſuffer- ¶ to 1 
ing; and 1 ſhall be no mo 

U 
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but an exceeding gainer there- 
by in the end. 

In this preſent ſlate of 
trial, it is requiſite that there 
be a ſuſficient difficulty and 
hardſhip, for all thoſe that 
ſhall be ſaved, to grapple” 
with. 

For all our boaſts of free- 
will ; unleſs there were ſome 
heavy weights of ſufferings 
caſt by providence into the 
balance, to poiſe againſt our 
propenſions to follow luſts, 
and pleaſures, and worldly 
ellurements, wwe ſhould never 
ſeriouſly ſet our ſelves to the 
ſevere and ſelf-denying duties, 
which belong to true godli- 
neſs. ; 

To avoid inconveniencies 
to thy ſelf, expoſe not any 

to 


/ 
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to danger, whoſe ſafety thou 
art bound to provide for. 

In all accuſations, whe- 
ther publick or private, when 
thou haſk made a ſufficient 
defence, enter not into needle/s 
matters for oftentation, or 
ſuch further vindication, as 
is not neceſſary, if thou ſtand 
in a ſlippery place; but lie at 
a cloſe guard, leſt thou be en- 
tangled, or in ſome point cir- 
cumvented. 

'T will never willingly and 
wilfully do amiſs, by commiſ- 
fion or omiſſion, in a greater 
or leſſer matter, becauſe I 
ſhall too often do amiſs, at 
leaſt in ſmaller matters, thro” 
ignorance, or inadvertency, 
or ſurprizal of paſſion, do 
what I can. 
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Watch every opportunity 
to put in a ſavoury word, for 
the good of a ſoul, with whom 
thou haſt occaſion to converſe. 

Remember thou haſt no- 

thing of thine own, but all 
is the Lord's; and accor- 
dingly uſe all that thou haſt 
to no carnal intereſt, but to 
ſerve him, as being wholly de- 
voted to him. 
Be as ſerious and hearty in 
thy prayers to God for the 
concerns of others, as for 
thine own. 

Watch againſt ſelfiſhneſs, 
left it work unto great un- 
uncharitableneſs. 

FW hen thou hajt evidences 
of thy fincerity, which can- 
not in reaſon be gain, ſaid, 
Hold to them, and take com- 
fort in them ;, yet ſtill endea- 

vour 
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wour by reviews, and further 
ſearchings, to clear it more 
and more. 

We keep our evidences, by 
keeping our graces in lber 
lively exerciſe. 

Fetch thy comforts hom 
beaven, and not from plea- 
ſures and hopes here below, 

Do not overvalue any 
worth that is in thy ſelf; 
but think it rather los than 
more, than it is indeed. 

If any ſlight thee, be sei- 
ther dejected nur provoxed. 

Do not value men accord- 
ing lo their eſteem of thee, 
but according to their true 
cori h. 

Watch againſt the expec- 
tation of hearing thy own 

praiſe; and when ſuch a 
Hs ariſes, inſtantly ſup- 


greſs ii. When 
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Is hen thou art commend- 
ed, let not thy thoughts dwell 
on it with delight, but let it 
be to thee as nothing. 

Taxe heed of too great a 
valuation of thine own work, 
or uſefulneſs in thy place; and 
lay not too great a ſtreſi 
thereon. 

When friends out of love 
overvalue thee, it concerns 
thee not to overvalue thy ſelf ; 
nor to take more than thy due, 
though they give it. 

Have a habit of compaſ- 
fion towards the affiifted, 
firmly fixed in thee, that the 
motions thereof may be ſuita- 
bly ſtirred up on every occa- 
ſion. 

Let an abhorrence of any 
content in another”s ſufferings, 
be deeply imprinted on thee ; 

| 3d that 
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tbat every thought thereof may 
be prevented, or inſtantly 
ſuppreſſed : Yea, hate all 
diſregard to another's miſery. 

Watch againſt all eager- 
eſs, and immoderate delight 
in cating and drinking , and 
againſt minding any kind of 
food, for the pleaſing of the 
fenſe. Come to thy meals not 
like a brute, but as becomes a 
faint. Never terminate in 
the ſenſitive pleaſure, but 
make uſe of it to raiſe thy 
beart to God. 

When thou haſt eaten ſo 
much, ſo that thou thinkeſt 
more 1s not expedient, or 1s 
better forbory than taken, 


proceed not to a bit more, leſt 
thou be entangled or diſturbed. 

Still conſider, 1s this att, 
1 go abcut, agreeable to one 
that 
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that hath communion with 
| God? Will this act promote 
communion with God? Do 1 
come to this act, ſo as to have 
communion with God thereby 
Promoted? 

Seek the lawful content- 
ment of any that are about 
thee, as thou doſt thy own 1 
and be as glad to gratify them 
as thy ſelf, ſo far as it is 
convenient for them. Hate 
and ſhun all motions of un- 
worthy ſelfiſhneſs: And ſee, 
that others be ſharers with 
thee in thy pleaſant things, 
and be not content to have 
them to thy ſelf alone. 

Be not over ſolicitous, for 
humouring thy ſelf in ſenſitive 
ſuavities, but rather ſuſpici- 
ous of it, and be abjtemious 


from it. 
E 3 Al- 
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| Always mind, and do the 

Preſent duty. Comply with 
the preſent diſpen/ation, and 
make the moſt of it. Thy 
buſineſs is to pleaſe God, and 
God will provide for thy com- 
fort. 

Lay thy heart to reſt inthe 
will of God. For there is 
no other reſt for the ſoul, to 
be thought on. 

1 will not indent with God 
for any good but what is in- 


cluded in the covenant of 


grace. I will expeft no good 


but according to the tenour of 


that covenant, which is all 
my ſalvation and all my de- 
fire. 

Jam reſolved that pride 
ſhall not ſet me to ſtudy, or 
preach, or pray, or carry me 
on in any ſervice, If thoughts 


of 
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of men-pleaſing or man's ap- 
plauſe, ſteal in with my bo- 
neſt intentions, I will inſtant- 
ly caſt them out, as ſoon as 
| they be diſcovered, and 1 will 
watch and pray for the pre- 
venting of them. 1 will watch, 
when Igo forth in my ſervice 
for God, that pride do not 
ſend me forth: Mens opinion 
of me ſhall be nothing with 
me, but the pleaſing of God, 
and the doing of good, + be 
my whole ſcope. 

In performing prayer, 1 
am intent upon God and his 
hearing, and obſerving my 
thoughts and words; and 1 
earneſtly purpoſe and ſtrive 
againſt thoughts about mens 
obſerving and judging of "7 
performance. Nevertheleſs, I 
do Aus that logetber with my 
fincere 
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ſincere and earneſt intention 
directed to God, thoughts of 
regard to mens eſteem and 
judging, wwll too often thruſt 
in, do what I can, ſo as ei- 
ther to be pleaſed or troubled, 
as 1 think they judge. Theſe 
thoughts have greatly troubled 
my ſpirit. 

Hereupon I conſider, that 
a due regard to expreſſions for 
mens ſake, that they be affett- 
ing and not offenſive, is not 
faulty but neceſſary ; and 
therefore muſt be heeded. And 
I think, that my thoughts 
about mens judging have this 
intention at laſt chiefly, that 
my expreſſions be affecting. 
and not offenſive; yet I am 
jealous of the mixture of cor- 
ruption and vanity. 
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J earneſily endeavour to 
have my heart ſo filled with 


the apprehenſion of God's in- 


finite Majeſty, and my infi- 


nite concerument in him, that 
all impertinent thoughts may 
be quite ſwallowed up. All 
deſigning and endeavouring to 
pleaſe men for my own praiſe, 
I do at that very time deteſt 
and abandon ;, yea, at that 
very time I am ſure, I do 
very little regard either the 
approbation and praiſe, or the 
diſallowance and diſpraiſe of 
thoſe very perſons, about whom 
my thoughts are apt to run 
out, as aforeſaid. I do my 
uttermoſt to prevent, reſtrain, 
and ſuppreſs all fuch thoughts ; 

they are a burden to me. 
There is ſcarce any thing 
that ſtirs «within me, which 
hath 
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Fo bathleſs of my will, than theſe 
thoughts have. There is ſcarce 
any thing, . againſt which J 
do more watch, and pray, 
and ſtrive, than againſt theſe « 
thoughts. And whatſoever 
tincture of vanity and cor- 
ruptlon be n in them, 1 
am heartily ſorry for it, 1 
hate and loath it; and I hope 
that the merciful God will 
not impute it to me, to the re- 
getting of my prayer, or 10 
any breach between him and 
me. 

J find that my very fear 
of this evil, and deſire to 
avoid it, doth draw my 
thoughts to it; as a man's 
great deſire to ſleep, and his 
fear that he ſhall not ſleep 
doth commonly keep him wak- 
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Theſe thoughts I abhor, not 
only before and after, but in 
the very time they come in. 
And I ſtrive with might and 
main againſt them. If God 
approve my ſervice, and own 
me in it, I ſhall be abun- 
dantly ſatisfied ; though men 
(whatſoever or how many ſoe- 
ver they be) ſhould 40 and 
{oath it. On the contrary, if 
men ſhould never ſo highly ap- 
prove, I can never be ſatis- 
fied if God do not accept and 
bleſs it. This I am. ſure of, 
if I be ſure of any thing. | 

I diſcern, that by care J 
bave brought it to that paſs, 
that my thoughts of others pre- 


ſent with me in prayer, are 


not With regard to their praiſe ; 

which I value not; but to 

e is fit 10 be done by me 
its 
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in that ſervice and to their | 
being affected with it. 

T find I am prone to be an- | 
xioufly ſcrupulous ; yet 1 ſhould, 
conſider that there be 1 andre 
table weakneſſes (as imperti- 
nent thoughts) accompanying 
the beſt per forma nces. 


